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For convenience, most Linux distributions pre-compile source versions of programs into binary form so they will run immediately on your PC. The compiled results are available in the distribution's "repository" location. They will typically provide a software manager program with appropriate links to the repository. On my Linux Mint 16 installation, this program is simply called "Software Manager." A section of the start-up page of this program is shown below.
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You can choose to view all available items or just those installed on your system (default is "all"). A simple graphical interface lets you select from a variety of categories to reduce the clutter from viewing all the thousands of available applications. Below is the result after selecting the "Featured" category.
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A green "check" denotes which items are already installed on the computer. This category ranks applications by popularity. In any category, you can also search for specific text. After choosing the "gparted" program, the following screen appeared.
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GParted uses libparted to detect and manipulate devices and partition tables while several
(optional) filesystem tools provide support for filesystems not included in libparted.




   

Screenshots of the application and a brief functional summary are given. Also, any user review comments will follow (not shown). To get the program, simply click on the "Install" button and it will be downloaded and installed. Any other required associated programs (call "dependencies") will also be installed.

An alternative package manager called "Synaptic" is also included (see below). Its layout is a little more complex, but it is used by many other distro's (for example, PCLinuxOS). Note below that the name "calligra" gets the complete office suite, but the other sub-programs are also listed and there is no obvious differentiation marking the main program without clicking on each item and reading the detailed text.

[image: image4.png]Synaptic Package Manager —

Fle Edt Package Settings Hep

&S

- T

Amateur Radio (universe)

Quick iker

et [l ]

s o

2.2.0ubun

Communication I caligadbg 127.200buntu2
Communication (mutiverse) caligradata 12.7.2.0ubuntu2
Communication (universe) caligraactive 12.7.2.0ubuntu2
Converted From RPM by Allen || caligrastage-data 127.200buntu2
Cross Pitiorm caligraiionbs 1272 0ubuntu2

(ross Platiorm (multiverse)

ross Patform (universe)

" extensive productivity and creative suite

I~

Calligra suite i aset of applicatins witten to help you to accomlish

e ) yourwork 1 includes ofice applcations such 2. word processor,

 spreadsheet. a pesenttion program, a database application, tc.. and
rasterand vector graphics tods.

Custom Fikers
N This metapackage provides all the companents o the Caliga Suite.

packages sted, 1940 installed, 0 broken. 0 to installupgrade, 0 to remove





My personal preference in Linux Mint is to use the simpler "Software Manager" approach. I appreciate its user-friendly organization and the absence of commercial packages that are not cost-free. Check out Linux Mint at www.linuxmint.com to see more details.

